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It’s fantastic you are joining us for Careers Night. This event is a great 
opportunity for students and their families to chat to Alumni Career 
Mentors who are working in jobs they love, studying their favourite 
subjects at University or TAFE, or taking time out to explore different 
career options and gain work experience. This event is ideal for Year 9 to 
12 students, however, all secondary school students and their families 
are welcome to attend.

We have created the guide below to help you navigate Careers Night.

You have the event booklet. Now what?

1.  Use the Contents (page 5) to discover who our Mentors are and what 
industries they represent.

2.  Read the profiles of Mentors who interest you and make a note of 
those you would like to book a session with.

3.  Visit https://www.trybooking.com/UQFS to register your attendance 
and follow the process to book three sessions with Mentors and one 
session with the Tertiary Institutions.

4.  After registration is complete you will receive an email listing the times 
you are meeting each of your Mentors. Keep this safe as you’ll need it 
on the night.

It’s the week of Careers Night. Here’s how to get ready…

5.  Familiarise yourself with the Mentors you have booked sessions with. 
6.  Read the list of suggested questions (end of this booklet) and make a 

note of which questions you will ask. 

Careers Night is today!

7.  Locate the email listing the times you are meeting each of your Alumni 
Career Mentors. Keep this handy. 

8.  Join us on Thursday 17 May, 6.30pm in the CM Wood Centre. 

Tertiary Institutions will be located in Area C of the CM Wood Centre. 
Alumni Career Mentors will be in Areas A, B and C. A map will be available 
on the night to assist with locating each Mentor. 

6.30pm – Chat with representatives from Tertiary Institutions. 

7.00pm – Welcome from Mr Fry and Heather Ruckert

7.10pm – Alumni Career Mentor sessions – booked sessions. 

8.00pm – Open sessions - bookings not required.

Any questions? 

Contact Heather Ruckert in the Careers Department on 9845 7833  
or email hruckert@tintern.vic.edu.au.

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday 17 May!

Your Guide to Careers Night
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Welcome to students, families, alumni and guests 
as you join us to help our young men and women 
Find Their Future Selves! Family lives are very busy 
and I thank you for consciously taking the time to 
offer this opportunity to a young person in your 
family. By doing so, you are showing them, like 
Tintern Grammar, you value the education in  
future possibilities that events such as Careers 
Night holds

At Tintern we believe strongly that career education opens the eyes of 
young women and men to what is ‘out there’ for them to consider in 
their future. While many students and families will understandably be 
focussed on the ATAR as the vehicle for tertiary entry, at Tintern, we 
believe that offering the opportunity to speak to those working in areas 
of interest is also a key element of vocational awareness and planning.

I thank our alumni who are giving the gift of their time and experience. 
I am very grateful for their willingness to pass on their knowledge and 
growth to a new generation, and I am sure both the younger and the 
older will enjoy the discussions.

While reading the profiles of our alumni women and men, I am struck 
by the diversity of those present, which is remarkable, and accurately 
reflects our diverse and vibrant Tintern Grammar community, as well as 
reinforces our culture of giving which has been consistent throughout 
Tintern’s history. 

I wish you all enjoyment, adventure and the acquisition of knowledge 
at this event and I am sure that you in turn will express your gratitude 
to these terrific alumni who have come to guide and mentor our young 
men and women!

Bradley Fry
Principal

Welcome 
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Camilla Molders

Camilla Molders heads up a boutique interior design studio Camilla 
Molders Design (CMD). 

Established in 2004, CMD is a full service residential interior design and 
decoration studio located in Melbourne. 

From large scale renovations and new builds, to single room makeovers, 
we work with our clients on all aspects of the interior design process, 
often collaborating with architects and builders, to create functional and 
beautiful spaces with furniture, fabrics and art. 

Always taking our reference from each client’s needs and aspirations, no 
two CMD projects are ever the same.  

Camilla’s work regularly features in magazines and blogs, and has been 
featured in House & Gardens Top 50 Rooms for the past five years.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CamillaMoldersDesign

Twitter: www.twitter.com/camillamolders

Instagram: www.instagram.com/camilla_molders

LinkedIn: www.LinkedIn.com/in/camillamolders

The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture
Industry: Design

Job title: Interior Designer
Email address: camilla@camillamolders.com.au

Website: www.camillamolders.com.au/
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The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture

Elysia Anketell
 

There was always two roads I could have taken after graduating Tintern 
in 2006. I wanted to be a Psychologist (or Psychiatrist) AND a singer/
songwriter. I was heavily involved in music at school, in musicals/choirs/
jazz bands and as a soloist, and I had the absolute privilege of writing 
our 2006 Year 12 Song. 

I ended up choosing what I thought was the ‘safer’ option and studied 
Undergraduate Psychology at Swinburne, did my Honours and then got 
a job at a community mental health organisation where I worked for 
two years. My plan was always to go back and do my Clinical Psychology 
Masters but about 18 months into my job I realised I was completely 
burnt out, and became quite unwell. I ended up making the decision 
that mental health/psychology in that form wasn’t the right choice for 
me (and my health wouldn’t allow it either). 

So I left my job, and started working casually at a local organic shop, and 
six months later my partner and I decided to start our own business The 
Fabricator AU (in manufacturing, sheet metal & shopfitting). This had 
absolutely nothing to with my studies but over the time I was studying 
I had worked in multiple businesses as an Executive Assistant and had 
picked up more business skills than I’d realised. It’s been three years 
since we started The Fabricator and I absolutely love the freedom and 

flexibility of running my own business (most of the time, because there 
are definitely challenges too). I was able to get my health fully back on 
track with this flexibility and (very importantly) have time to reconnect 
with my creative side. I had put aside my desire to be a singer-songwriter 
for almost a decade, but over the last two years I have started writing 
music again, singing at festivals and venues in Melbourne, and I’m 
working on my first single with a Melbourne producer right now. 

Over the past six months I also launched my second business The Body 
Love Collective which is a company that runs workshops for women 
in self confidence, body image and resilience using creative arts. I am 
so excited to have recently reached the point where I get to use all my 
mental health education, while also pursuing my music & also getting to 
be my own boss as a multi-business owner and entrepreneur.

Life did not work out how I had planned when I was 17 and choosing my 
direction, and there have been so many challenges and roadblocks, but 
it has (and will continue to) work out perfectly anyway.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elysiasings

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/elysiaanketell

Instagram: @_thisiselysia

The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture

Industry: Music, Mental Health, Creative Arts

Job title: Singer-Songwriter, Multi-Business Owner and Women’s Empowerment Mentor
Email address: el.anketell@hotmail.com

Website: www.thebodylovecollective.com
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Catherine Barter
Industry: Product Design

Job title: Industrial/Product Designer

Website: www.buzzproducts.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/catherine-barter-a836794b/

Hi there I am Catherine Barter. I am a Tintern Alumna who graduated in 
2007. I am now a Product designer at Buzz Products, where I design for 
some of the world’s biggest airlines, Qantas, Virgin, Delta and Air Canada 
to name few. 

We create thoughtful products and memorable experiences that  
enrich the journey for travelers. We do this by partnering with  
extraordinary brands to create meaningful and iconic collaberations.

As well as designing products, I have been fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to travel to our China factories, where I have explored and 
workshopped creative solutions to create the best design outcomes for 
our clients. This is one of the favourite parts of my role.

I completed a Bachelor of Industrial Design with Honors at Monash 
University in 2012. Throughout my time at Monash I was able to learn 
and develop many Industrial Design related skills, by undertaking a 
broad range of units. The main emphasis was placed upon our workshop 
capabilities, CAD skills, materials and manufacturing knowledge as well 
as sketching and rendering techniques. 

Since finishing my degree I have worked in the automotive and soft 
goods areas. At Rola Roof Racks as a product and fitment designer; this 
involved a variety of projects ranging from Point of sale display unit, 
roof rack fitments and accessory designs. I was given the opportunity 
to project manage the roll out of a new product to Super Cheap Auto 
stores. 

I have also freelanced for RoveingWork as the sole designer. The Nomad 
Bag was the keystone design and can now be found in ANZ new contact 
centres.

Industrial Design has allowed me to travel, design and innovate in a 
challenging world.

The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture
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The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture

Caitlin Spears
Industry: Arts Sector

Job title: Actor/Performer
Email address: caitlin.spears02@gmail.com

Hi there, my name is Caitlin. I am a Tintern alumna who graduated in 
2011. Straight after I finished school I was accepted into the Victorian 
College of the Arts to study a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Music Theatre). My 
training included Dance, Acting , Voice, Movement, Singing, Shakespeare 
and Film. University for most people is a couple of days a week, however 
doing a performing course I trained five days a week 8.30-6.00 for three 
years, most of this was practical and physical training. Never say that 
being a performer is easy. I graduated in 2014. 

Since graduating I have continued my training with casual acting/ 
voice classes at institutions like 16th Street Acting Studio, numerous 
masterclasses, solo lessons and more. My first year out of university I 
attained an agent, and began working in the performing industry. My first 
role that year was the lead in an opera that travelled to Greece for two 
months, and performed in ancient amphitheatres around Greece and 
later in Melbourne. 

Since then my body of work has included Operas, Rock Concerts, Short 
Films, Plays and Musicals performing around Australia, Asia and Europe. 

Recently I performed in Brigadoon with the Production Company at 
Arts Centre Melbourne, I wrote and performed  Cactus and the Mime for 
Melbourne Fringe Festival, the show won the WA Tour Ready Award and 
was nominated for Best Performance, it went on to a critically acclaimed 
season at Fringe World in Perth earlier this year. 

One of my favourite parts of my career is being able to travel and perform 
all over the world.  If this is something you are interested in know it is not 
an easy road, but it can be done.  Personally I can’t imagine myself doing 
anything else.

The Arts 

Design & 

Architecture
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Amanda Oakenfull

Amanda has developed the Tintern foundational strengths to be an 
experienced executive, applying over 25 years of continued professional 
experience in the public and private sector. She has successfully 
delivered outcomes in the Defence, ICT, Telecommunications, 
Engineering and Health sectors among others. 

Amanda’s career has developed with a specialisation in Portfolio 
and Program Management delivery and recovery for large enterprise 
delivery, contract management, business strategy, management 
and advisory. More recently Amanda has been engaged as a trusted 
advisor and also brings her deep experience to her role as a mentor to 
business specialists across Australia, and non for profit business leaders. 
Delivering the right solutions both strategically and operationally has 
been key to developing and maintaining successful outcomes and 
relationships for Amanda and her client base.  Amanda’s rare depth of 

understanding of delivery, implementation and operations provides the 
strong foundations that have enabled her proven success.  This coupled 
with her qualifications and experience place her as an expert in her field. 
Awarded a Member of the Australian Institute of Project Management 
(MAIPM) and a graduate of the Curtain University Management Facility, 
Amanda’s strong academic results and extensive experience in strategy 
development, business and portfolio management and organisational 
behaviour continue to define her career. Amanda provides key 
expertise in Corporate Strategy and Advisory/Portfolio/Program/Project 
Management and delivery.

Industry: Business and Commerce

Job title: Director

Email address: aoakenfull@deloitte.com.au

Website: www2.deloitte.com/au/en.html

Business &

Commerce
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Business &

Commerce

Yvette Pethebridge
Industry: Business Consulting

Job title: Principal Consultant/Director

Email address: yvette@cfolink.com.au

Website: www.cfolink.com.au

Hi! My name is Yvette.

After school I intended to study Industrial Design but not being too sure 
if I loved it enough, I decided to study a Bachelor of Business as I felt it 
would help me no matter what I ended up doing. I originally started as 
a Marketing major but I changed to Accounting & Management after I 
discovered a passion for management accounting.

On completion of my degree I went on to study my CPA. It was 
challenging but I am grateful I preserved as in the industry it is 
considered a prerequisite for many opportunities.

I have worked in many businesses and have found myself in many 
challenging situations. These experiences have given me the knowledge 
and confidence to branch out as a consultant.

Through my work I was invited to join a board and was then fortunate 
enough to be awarded a scholarship to complete the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors course. This enhanced my business capabilities, so 
I am now able to work confidently in business operations, management 
and at board level.

Today I juggle my family and consulting work as well as managing an 
Instagram account for my dogs who have a following of over 12K!

Business &

Commerce

Business &

Commerce
Twitter: @cfo_link

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/yvettepethebridge

Instagram: @ivebeencavoodled



CAREERS NIGHTS 2018 12

Ivan Yeung
Industry: Accounting & Finance

Job title: Accountant

Email address: ivan@gfmgruchy.com.au 
Website: www.gfmgruchy.com.au

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/ivantfyeung

 

Hi there, I’m Ivan and I’m a Southwood Alumnus who graduated back in 
2005 (!!)

My journey post Southwood has been eye-opening, at times challenging 
but overall fulfilling. Upon finishing school, I completed a Commerce/
Science double degree majoring in Accounting and Chemistry. Upon 
graduating, I began working for a small financial services practice whilst I 
obtained my professional qualifications with the Chartered Accountants 
of Australia & New Zealand. 

Shortly after I moved to an accounting practice where I assumed more 
responsibilities and increased client facing interactions. It was then 
where I discovered the dynamic nature of my profession and from that 
my passion for my job has only grown since

Currently, I oversee and provide taxation advice and services for a wide 
range of clients including company executives to medical professionals 
to small business owners and even retirees.

Business &

Commerce

Business &

Commerce
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Business &

Commerce

Business &

Commerce

Michael UpJohn
Industry: Finance / Accounting

Job title: Finance Graduate

Email address: Michael.upjohn@auspost.com.au

 

Hi, I’m Michael and a 2013 graduate. 

After graduating, I started a Bachelor of Commerce at The University of 
Melbourne. During my first year I applied for and was lucky enough to 
gain a place in the traineeship program at PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
This program was a three year contract. It involved two years full-time 
work with concurrent part-time undergraduate study and a final year at 
university, which was funded. It offered great exposure to many different 
businesses and vastly improved my business acumen and confidence. 
These programs often take applications from Year 12 students and I 
would highly recommend anyone interested in accounting to apply.

Last year I completed my Bachelor of Commerce with majors in 
Accounting & Finance and have recently started a graduate position at 
Australia Post in their Finance function.

Business &

Commerce

Business &

Commerce
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Connor Muirhead
Industry: Business Management

Job title: Group Sales Admin

Email address: connor.muirhead@hotmail.com 

Hi, I’m Connor and I graduated from Tintern in 2013.

After Year 12 I was unsure of what pathway I should take as I had an 
interest in many areas. After a lot of open days and career investigation, 
I decided a business degree would be a great way to get myself qualified 
without restricting myself to a specific field to early on. I found the 
university experience to be somewhat dull at times, especially in the 
classes that lacked a good social environment. On the other hand, I also 
had one of my most enjoyable life experiences on a university internship 
to Malaysia, where everything I had learned in the previous years was 
finally put into practical situations whilst working with some other 
amazing students. 

As I was studying, I worked as a sport coach at Tintern (along with other 
part-time jobs here and there). Even though it was great fun working with 
the students, I was looking forward to the next step in life. After plenty of 
graduate and normal job applications and interviews I eventually found 
myself working in a dock management role at Harris Scarfe. As my first 
full-time role I wasn’t expecting anything glamorous and it wasn’t. 

Only a month later I met my current boss (CEO of BULK Group) after my 
housemate introduced us and that’s where I am today. Even though 

I am still learning the ropes in the industry (and probably will be for a 
long time) Bulk Group offers a challenging and fun environment. The 
company is a logistics broker meaning companies outsource us to 
manage either all or part of their supply chain. My role as Group Sales 
Admin involves supply chain management, warehousing, information 
system maintenance, and general business administration. I really enjoy 
the workplace because it is process driven, requires logical problem 
solving, and most importantly is built up of awesome people who enable 
you to take on new challenges whilst still providing support when its 
needed. 

If you have any questions about school/university life and subjects, job 
hunting, or anything else please come and see me!

Business &

Commerce
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Business &

Commerce

Ellie Young
Industry: Media and Communications 

Job title: Media Assistant

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/ellie-young-melbourne

Hi there! I’m Ellie and I graduated from Tintern in 2013.

After completing IB, I jumped into a Bachelor of Interior Design at RMIT 
University, ready to take a break from studying to do something creative. 
I lasted three weeks the course wasn’t what I expected (at all!), and I 
realised I had just made a quick decision in Year 12 about what I wanted 
to study, and didn’t know what I actually wanted to do.

I actually returned to Tintern to seek advice from Mrs Ruckert, and 
eventually landed on the idea of a Bachelor of Arts at the University of 
Melbourne. I applied mid-year and missed out, but was accepted in 
2015, deciding on a major of Media and Communications after spending 
first year trying different Arts disciplines. University of Melbourne gave 
me several unique opportunities including a semester long exchange to 

The George Washington University in Washington, DC USA, as well as the 
chance to take on internships with several boutique PR agencies.

In January, I began working at Wavemaker as a Media Assistant, as well 
as part of their MGrad graduate program. As a media buying agency 
under GroupM, the largest media buying group in the world, everyday 
I get to help plan campaigns, track data, and work with national level 
brands to co-ordinate their digital and traditional advertising. It is a really 
exciting, interesting, and fun role to begin my time in the workforce, and I 
cannot wait to see what is ahead for me.

Communication 

 & Digital Media
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Computing,  

Games & Information  

Technology

Dr Jessica Davies
Industry: Sport/Entertainment

Job title: General Manager - Business Intelligence and ICT Services

Email address: jess.davies@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/jess-davies

Towards the end of my time at school (I finished Year 12 in 1994), I was 
unsure what I wanted to do. I had always been interested in and enjoyed 
science, maths and technology and through a careers fair discovered 
Geomatics â€“ an area of science/engineering that evolved from 
surveying that deals with the collection, analysis and interpretation of 
data relating to the earth. With the potential to work outdoors in some 
amazing places both in Australia and internationally using leading-edge 
technology, it seemed like the perfect combination for my interests. I 
took up the option to combine the Geomatics degree with a Science 
degree majoring in the complimentary discipline of computer science. 
After the prescribed five years of full time study I had achieved the 
combined degree, had mapped ancient temples in Laos and Thailand 
(reconstructing some of them in 3D virtual reality) and spent three 
months researching web-based delivery of planning information in 
Denmark. I went on to complete a PhD investigating how frameworks for 
accessing and sharing spatial information would need to adapt to the 
emerging world of mobile devices; believe it or not there was actually 
a time before everyone had a mobile phone in their hand with Google 
Maps on it! Again this provided some amazing opportunities to work 
with government and industry to strengthen my research as well as the 
opportunity for more travel thanks to conferences and collaborative 
projects. 

Working the majority of my career in the spatial industry designing and 
building solutions that made use of the location element of data, it was 
my experience in project management and consulting that led me to 
Netball Australia to assist with the rollout of a new database system 
for the sport across the country. My role now encompasses managing 
a number of systems that support the running of netball competitions 
and continual learning for umpires, officials and coaches as well as 
using data captured from these systems (and others) to analyse the 
performance of the business. 

While I have learnt a great deal since uni, many of the analytical 
thinking, teamwork, scientific process and rigour principles that I learnt 
in my undergraduate course are still applicable in my work today. The 
skills involved in capturing, transforming, analysing and presenting 
information to audiences is an undercurrent throughout my career 
journey, across all the industries I have been involved in, and I have 
no doubt that it will continue to be so. While today I use a range of 
visualisation tools to convey data stories, I frequently present business 
data with a spatial context to unlock new insights and patterns, and 
ultimately help people to make more informed decisions.
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Computing,  

Games & Information  

Technology

Zoe Zhang

Hi everyone, my name is Zoe and I graduated Tintern in 2015.

After graduating, I began studying a Bachelors in Computer Science 
at RMIT University. I’m currently completing my third year, and will be 
graduating soon. Aside from university, I have also completed a Software 
Engineering Internship with Google in the United States, and has just 
finished working as a developer with Microsoft. Later this year, I will be 
travelling to the UK to begin my Honours studies with the University of 
Cambridge.

If you asked me five years ago what I wanted to do after high school I 
would not have said Computer Science! But after spending time studying 
and working in this field, I have slowly started to realise the emphasis 
of technology in our current society and the importance of managing it. 
As a Software Engineer, I work daily around testing different operating 
systems, building new apps or websites and keeping our social media 
platforms safe. 

Studying Computer Science and Software Engineering can sound a bit 
scary, especially when you’re not quite sure what you’re in for! But the 
course in reality is actually very fun. You’re always trying out new things, 
communicating with others and sharing your ideas. Technology is also 
a super fascinating industry to jump into, and seeing it bloom in the 
coming years will definitely be exciting!

Industry: Information Technology

Job title: Software Engineer

Email address: zozeib@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/zoe-zhang-8b817713a/

Computing,  

Games & Information  

Technology
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Kirsty McDonald

After finishing at Tintern in 2011, I went straight into a Bachelor of IT 
at Swinburne. I chose to go to Swinburne because of it’s reputation of 
having good connections with industry, and the job prospects this held. I 
completed two 6 month internships as part of my course, on at NAB and 
one at Siemens. This were really useful as it allowed me to get a taste of 
working in different areas, without having any commitments to stay at 
the company. 

When I finished uni it was really tough deciding what I wanted to do 
next, and I ended up choosing to start a graduate role at Deloitte in 
technology consulting. Two years on I’ve had a wide range of experiences 
and have met some amazing people. I’ve had the opportunity to work on 
a top secret merger and acquisition project, work with the Department 
of Defence to define how they buy IT and most recently I just finished up 
at Telstra helping them define a systems strategy. My roles on all these 
projects have varied greatly, and been dependent on what I’m working 
on. 

In the top secret merger and acquisition project, I was working on a 
learning strategy with business psychologists. In the Department of 
Defence project I was working with finance consultants to cost model 
future situations and plan organisational structures. None of which I 
expected I would do when I first started. 

I love the constant change and learning opportunities I get in consulting, 
and I know that as I continue into my career this will be something I 
continue to pursue. 

Industry: Information Technology

Job title: Business Solutions Consultant

Email address: Kirsty.mcdonald@optusnet.com.au

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/kirstymcdonald

Computing,  

Games & Information  

Technology
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Computing,  

Games & Information  

Technology

Eliza Fildes 
Industry: Secondary Education

Job title: Teacher

Email address: fildes_e@materchristi.edu.au

I always knew I wanted to work with children/students. After 7 years at 
Tintern I was asked to consider taking on the SportsReady Traineeship 
at Tintern as my ‘Year 13’. My role that year was Co-curricular Assistant, 
I was based in the sports office and had several jobs from assisting with 
the Outdoor Education Program, Sports Program and Drama/Dance 
Programs. This was one of the best years – with all new PE staff at the 
school, I was the ‘go to’ person for any questions as I knew how the 
school worked! 

This opportunity changed my career pathway from Primary Education 
(which I was accepted into at Deakin, Geelong) to a Bachelor of Physical 
and Outdoor Education (Secondary - LaTrobe Uni, Bendigo) to which I 
added a minor of Health to it.

I’ll be honest, I don’t remember putting down Bendigo as a preference 
but after a lot of research (and ‘O’ Week) it was the best option for me! 
Living in the country town, becoming independent and having all my 
friends within five minutes of each other was amazing!

After four years, I ventured back to Melbourne in search for a position 
in a secondary school – teaching PE/OE/Health from year 7 - 12. I sent 
out ‘expression of interest’ letters and my CV to 25 schools that I would 
be privileged to work at. After not too long Mater Christi College (MCC) 
in Belgrave contacted me with the ideal position of 7 – 9 PE and VCE 
Year 11 Outdoor and Environmental Studies. Throughout my years at 
MCC I have been the Outdoor Education Co-ordinator, Co-Curricular 
Co-ordinator, VCE Unit 1 – 4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies teacher 
and Year 9 Level Co-ordinator. I am out of the school a fair bit on camps 
and excursions, this requires good time managements, organisation and 
communication skills.

Teaching is a rewarding job – I am lucky as I get to offer students 
different opportunities and adventures, therefore I watch them develop 
into capable young adults.

Education  

& Training
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Fraser Kenny
Industry: Education - Primary

Job title: Teaching Student

Email address: fraskenny@gmail.com

Hi I’m Fraser Kenny and graduated Tintern Grammar in the Class of 2015.

I am currently doing a Bachelor of Primary Education, with the plan to 
add secondary years onto the course as well.

In 2016 I started off doing Commerce/Arts but quickly realised that this 
wasn’t for me, and decided to take the rest of the year off before starting 
my teaching course in 2017. A pathway which I had already strongly 
considered going out of Year 12.

The decision to drop out and take the rest of the year off was really good 
for me, as just having that time off after school was great and gives a lot 
of time to work, relax and work out exactly what I wanted to do.

I was luck enough to also get a job as a Sport Assistant here at Tintern 
Grammar, which provides me with great experience and learning 
opportunities. Enjoying this work was also a major factor in me realising 
that teaching is the pathway I want to go down.

I’m really enjoying the education course now, mainly because I know 
it’s what I want to do in the future. I would highly suggest that you make 
sure you do something you love doing, but also don’t underestimate 
taking a year off just to recharge, work, and find out what you would like 
to do in the future.

If you have any questions about uni life, taking a gap year, the education 
course, or even school, Year 12 (whether it be subject selection or 
anything else) or any other questions please come and see me!
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Wendy Bartsch
Industry: Education - Primary

Job title: Retired Primary School Principal

Hello, My name is Wendy Bartsch (nee Gaudion). I completed HSC in 
1977 having spent six years at Tintern as a boarder and being privileged 
to hold the position of Music Captain in the school’s centenary year. After 
leaving school I completed my Diploma of Primary Teaching at State 
College of Victoria (Toorak) following by a Music Education qualification. 
I have recently retired after 34 years with the Victorian Department of 
Education. Over the years I have worked as a classroom teacher, Literacy 
and Numeracy coordinator. For many years I was also a Performing Arts 
specialist teacher running school choirs, bands and directing school 
musical productions. 

In 2006, I entered the “world’’ of Educational Leadership as an Assistant 
Principal for a number of years. In 2010, I was appointed to the position 
of Principal at Lilydale West P.S., a role that I thoroughly enjoyed. The 
opportunity to work with children and their families  to help shape 
students for a positive future has been wonderful.

Since my retirement I have been employed by Deakin University to 
support and mentor the teachers of the future as they undertake 
placements in primary and secondary settings. I also work alongside 
principals and with newly graduated teachers who are in their first year 
of employment, mentoring and guiding them on their journey ,which I 
thoroughly enjoy.

Education  

& Training

Education  

& Training
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Erin Brodie

Hello. I’m Erin Brodie and I graduated from Tintern in the not too 
distance past, in 2009. After some travel and worldly experience in 2010, 
I started a double degree of Engineering (hons) and Arts at Monash 
University in 2011. I spent the next six years of my degree gathering 
experience in different engineering industries, in Australia and overseas.

My experience began as a coding engineer as part of a neuroscience 
group, which I realised very quickly, wasn’t for me! However, through 
involvement with university organisations; Engineers Without Borders, 
Monash Materials Engineering Society and an exchange program to 
Germany, I started to get more of a grasp on where my interests really 
lay. I majored in Materials Engineering in my undergraduate degree, 
which focuses on the design of materials down to an atomic level, 
to their manufacture and use on an industrial scale. In my final years 
I began to focus more on metallic materials and explore the field of 
additive manufacture (3D printing), however, during my undergraduate 
degree I also became inspired by humanitarian engineering. I have 
worked with both Engineers Without Borders Australia (NGO: Non-
Government Organisation) and Pollinate Energy (social business) in 
Cambodia and India respectively, and remain an active volunteer 
member of each organisation. 

Instead of choosing a graduate position, at the end of my degree, I began 
a PhD with my faculty, researching 3D printable biomaterials for implant 
manufacture. I work first hand with surgeon, Dr. Elizabeth Sigston, to 
develop new implants for head and neck surgery and am 3D printing 
metals which have never been 3D printed before. A PhD is a lot more 
than just another degree, teaching me skills in project management 
and budgeting, research philosophy and communication between very 
different fields. Having not done biology since Year 10, I never expected 
to gain laboratory skills in biological testing! 

My options for where to go next are still widely open. I have strong 
support from the university to begin my own start-up company in 
3D printing of biotech devices, however, I’m still looking for a strong 
business-minded partner to guide me through that area. I have not 
given up the idea of working for an already established biotechnology 
company, or in manufacturing.

My final goal is to combine my humanitarian engineering passion with 
my additive manufacture skill set.  Oh, and my love of archaeology (my 
Arts degree major).

Engineering
Industry: Engineering

Job title: PhD Student

Email address: erin.brodie@monash.edu

Website: www.frithlab.com/

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/erin-brodie-3950a1100/
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Louise Nance

Hello, I’m Louise and I’m an engineer, working in Automotive & Mobility. 
At school, I was always creative. I loved design and textiles, and loved 
making things. I also loved cars - fast cars. The design, the power, the 
speed; true masterpieces of engineering and design.  

With decisive indecisiveness, I went on to enrol in a Bachelor of 
Engineering (BE) and a Bachelor of Arts (BA) double degree at Monash 
University. By the end of six years, I’d specialised in Mechanical 
Engineering, done an Arts major in Criminology, a minor in Philosophy, 
worked multiple diverse part-time jobs and deferred my degree to travel 
through Asia and Europe. 

After university, I earned a place in Ford Australia’s Graduate Program, 
as a Product Development Engineer. For my first rotation, I worked in 
Exterior engineering, designing exterior components on vehicles. For 
my second role, I relocated to the testing track and worked on refining 
interior noise quality for the car’s air conditioner system. Next, I had a 
stint in the Ford Design Studio, working on exterior design solutions for 
China. Now, I’m in the Asia Pacific STEAM Specialist role, overseeing the 
programs and initiatives we do across Australia, China and India that 
contribute to furthering greater interdisciplinary involvement of students 
in Science, Tech, Engineering, Arts and Maths. 

Engineering degrees are challenging, technical and diverse. There 
are many different streams which can be applied in all different roles 
in many industries. The skillsets developed in an engineering degree 
include complex problem solving, critical thinking, data driven decision 
making and, of course, challenges.

Combining an Arts degree with Engineering is uncommon, but served 
as a great way to let me discover my own, personal underlying values; 
to view many different perspectives and develop critical thinking skills. 
The ability to critically evaluate and scrutinise information and identify 
illogical arguments is a valuable skill in the digital age.

Engineering

Engineering
Industry: Engineering

Job title: STEAM Specialist - Ford Asia Pacific Innovation Team

Email address: louise.licensetosmile@gmail.com

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/louise-nance-209690a2/ 
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Ross Snowball

As Multiplex’s regional director for new business, I am responsible for 
identifying new project opportunities in Victoria and South Australia. 

I graduated with a Bachelor of Building from Deakin University in 
1994 and since then I’ve gone on to work on some exciting projects in 
Australia and overseas. This includes projects such as the Melbourne 
Airport, the Museum of Victoria and Imax theatre, several hospitals, a 
laboratory in Jakarta, a massive shopping centre in London and many 
high-rise apartments and office towers.

Right now, Multiplex is working on some awesome projects including 
447 Collins Street- a twin tower interconnected building otherwise 
known as the ‘Pantscraper. When finished it will feature a glamorous 5 
star W hotel. We’re also building Australia 108 in Southbank and it’s set 
to be the southern hemisphere’s tallest residential tower. Right near 
Southern Cross Station we’re building Premier Tower - otherwise known 
as the ‘Beyonce’ tower because of its curvy shape. We’ve also done 
heaps of projects with Melbourne’s top universities and we’re currently 
doing some really interesting stuff at Monash Uni where we are building 
some student accommodation entirely out of timber.

Multiplex is a big employer of graduates (approx. 50 intake this year in 
Melbourne) and construction is obviously something that many boys 
and girls are interested in.  A career in construction is rewarding, diverse, 
and gives you transferrable skills that can take you anywhere around the 
world. 

Industry: Design and Construction

Job title: Regional Director

Email address: ross.snowball@multiplex.global

Website: www.multiplex.global

Engineering
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Engineering

Liz Mackevicius

I studied Urban Planning and Development, and worked for eight years 
in State and Local Government before moving to consulting. I work 
for a company whose mission it is to make places and communities 
better. We do this by developing policies relating to things like land use, 
transport, education, employment, climate change, affordable housing, 
open space. We particularly specialise in how these policies impact 
places eg: town centres, local communities, regions, the State. It is a 
rewarding, interesting and diverse job!

Industry: Consulting

Job title: Senior Associate 

Email address: liz.mackevicius@gmail.com

Website: www.sgsep.com.au

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/liz-mackevicius-98327528

Environment & 

Sustainability
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Stephanie Wellicome

A question I get asked a lot is how did you get into this job? It’s an 
interesting path!

When I started VCE I decided I wanted to be a Chef. So I picked hospitality 
and food technology in VCE, and knew that when I was done I wanted to 
go to TAFE. After I was finished with TAFE I was less keen on my desired 
career path. I thought to myself how do I work with food, but still get to 
work 9 to 5 and sit down occasionally. It was after working in a horrible 
hospitality job that I thought I think I want to be a health inspector. I 
know all the chefs tricks. So I googled how to be a health inspector and 
enrolled at Swinburne. When I started the degree I realised just how 
much variety there is. It was during my student year that I really grew 
to love the work. I get to choose what to do each day, and it is always 
different. Some days there will be emergencies where I have to drop 
everything and respond. I like to describe it to people as a strange hybrid 
of lawyer/detective/scientist. It’s the perfect job for those who get bored 
easily! It’s also a direct to employment sort of degree - too easy!

Now I’m in my final year of a Masters of Public Health majoring in 
Communicable Disease Control. I study online via James Cook University 
and it’s a great way to study. I get to keep working, but also expand my 
skill set. Once I have finished, I intend to move into State Government, 
working in policy and procedure writing or health promotion. There is a 
job for everyone in Public Health! 

Industry: Public and Environmental Health

Job title: Environmental Health Officer

Email address: swellicome@hotmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/stephanie-wellicome

Environment & 

Sustainability
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Nicholas Shying
Industry: Public Sector

Job title: Policy Officer

Hi there, my name is Nick. I graduated Tintern in 2013 with an International 
Baccalaureate Diploma.

In 2014, I commissioned as a Maritime Warfare Officer in the Royal Australian 
Navy, undertaking six months officer training in Jervis Bay, NSW. I then spent 
six months based in Sydney posted to the frigate HMAS Parramatta. During 
that period my ship was assigned to Operations PARAPET and SAVILLE, 
responding to Russian military activity in Australia’s maritime approaches. 
My naval experience was extremely formative but faced with a nine-year lock-
in contract it was with a heavy heart that I decided to leave to explore other 
opportunities.

In 2015, I commenced a Bachelor of Laws (Honours) / Bachelor of Arts 
(International Relations) at Monash University, which I expect to graduate in 
2019. Over the course of my degree, I have completed study at the Australian 
National University (ANU) in Canberra and the School of International Service 
in Washington, DC. Through the ANU, I secured a political internship with a 
federal politician at Parliament House in Canberra.

I have also completed a summer vacation program as an adviser at 
the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. This was a fantastic 
professional experience that motivated me to pursue further employment 
opportunities in public policy. While still studying full time, I currently work 
as a policy officer at the Department of Premier and Cabinet in Victoria. 
Although I remain open minded, I expect I will pursue a graduate position in 
the Australian Public Service upon completing my undergraduate studies.

As a relatively recent school leaver, I do not have the same experience as 
older alumni. That said, I am more than happy to provide whatever advice 
and insights I can. I look forward to meeting and speaking with you at the 
upcoming Careers Night.

Government
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Erin Jones
Industry: Biomedical Science

Job title: Biomedical Student

Email address: erinfrancesjones@gmail.com

Health & 

Medical

I graduated from Tintern in 2015 with the hope of studying Medicine 
at Monash University, however I fell just short of the ATAR. Instead I 
began Biomedical Science at Monash, still with the dream of one day 
doing Medicine. Biomedicine provides a lot of knowledge that can be 
used in medicine, but it is a course most specifically aimed at people 
interested in medical research. I am currently in my third year of biomed 
and I graduate at the end of this year. Recently, I was accepted into the 
Monash postgraduate medical program commencing in 2019 at the 
Monash School of Rural Health in Churchill. So, by the end of 2022 I will 
finally be able to call myself a doctor. It’s a long journey, but I have loved 
it so far!
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Anna Church

Hi, I’m Anna, I finished school at Tintern in 2014 not that long ago.

After finishing school, I was excited to be accepted to study the five year 
Undergraduate Medicine (MBBS) course offered by Monash University.

Currently, I am in 4th year, the second of the clinical years of my degree.

The first two years are primarily theory based (or pre-clinical) with 
lectures and tutorials at university. Last year (3rd year) I had my first 
year based in hospitals and now, this year, I am situated at Eastern 
Health where I encounter four different rotations through the hospitals: 
Psychiatry, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Paediatrics, and GP. 

We have some teaching but for the most part our learning is self-
directed. We are integrated into teams of doctors who we learn from 
during ward rounds, in theatre and during clinics.

I chose Medicine because I thought it would be a rewarding career, and 
be a good combination of science (which I found fun at school), and 
interacting with people which I enjoy. I am yet to work in the field, but 
am getting a better understanding of how the industry works and what is 
involved in different pathways.

I am happy to answer questions about anything and everything.

Industry: Medicine

Job Title: Medical Student

Email address: churcan96@gmail.com

Health & 
Medical
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Brooke Williams
Industry: Physiotherapy

Job title: Director, Senior Continence and Pelvic Floor Physiotherapist

Email address: b.williams@backinmotion.com.au

Website: www.backinmotion.com.au/melbourne-on-collins

Health & 
Medical

Hi Everyone, 

I graduated from Tintern way back in 1998, which makes me sound and feel 
very old particularly given it’s before any of you were born! I was a Tintern 
“survivor” so completing all my schooling at Tintern, and was understandably 
quite distraught to leave my very well known and loving school community 
that I had enjoyed being such a part of.  I was lucky enough to gain direct 
entry into the Bachelor of Physiotherapy at The University of Melbourne 
which was both exciting and daunting. Lucky for me, the Physiotherapy 
course has a small intake of around 100 students each year, there are no 
elective subjects and you do all lectures/tutes with the same 100 people. In 
essence, it wasn’t all that different from school with a close knit group of 1st 
year students, just like my school year. With all the practical components of 
my course requiring varying states of undress, I soon got to know my fellow 
peers very well! The physiotherapy school was very social which made uni 
that much better. I absolutely loved the course and felt very well prepared to 
begin my career as a Physiotherapist. 

I graduated in 2002 and commenced working at Maroondah hospital and 
became the club physiotherapist for East Ringwood Football Club after 
being a sports trainer there throughout my undergrad degree. The whole 
experience was equal parts educational and enjoyable. I made great friends 
and was really able to cement my skills as a physio. In 2004, I resigned from  
 

Maroondah and bought a one way ticket to the UK on a working holiday.  
I worked all over the UK in hospitals and in private practice for three years in 
total before I decided to return home at the start of 2007. I managed to travel 
to 35 countries over this time and developed my physio skills a little bit too. 
It was a fantastic life experience that I would highly recommend. Returning to 
Melbourne, I took on a clinical educator role for the 3rd and 4th year physio 
students on their clinical placements before landing my role as Practice 
Principal at a new private practice in the city, with Back in Motion. I have now 
been at Back In Motion for 10 years. I am the Director, of the clinic managing a 
team of two admin and three physiotherapy staff and I love what I do. In 2008 
I went back to uni and studied Continence and Pelvic Floor physiotherapy 
and am now the clinical lead across our national network. I have been lucky 
enough to be asked to author a chapter on Pilates in “Now We’re Talking” and 
one on Pelvic Floor health in “Get Yourself Back In Motion.”

Being a physiotherapist is a diverse job. It allows you constant interaction 
with different people, you become their trusted health provider and you get 
to work with lovely, engaging people everyday who are looking at bettering 
themselves. I get to feel a great sense of achievement when you help 
someone achieve their goal, give them relief from an injury or make a life-
changing difference to them. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BackInMotionMelbOnCollins/  
LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/brooke-williams-b1410a39/ 
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Kate Lawrance 
Industry: Allied Health 

Job title: Occupational Therapist

Email address: kate.lawrance@easternhealth.org.au

Hi, I’m Kate and I competed my VCE at Tintern in 2011. When I was selecting 
my Year 11/12 subjects I had no idea where to start. I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do so I found this task quite overwhelming! I followed the advice 
of my parents and teachers to select subjects that interested me. I was 
flicking through my VTAC guide one day and came across a course called 
Occupational Therapy. This caught my attention because all of my subjects 
were a prerequisite or recommended for this course. The more I discovered 
about Occupational Therapy (OT) the more I knew this is what I wanted to 
do. 

OT is about working with people who due to injury, disability, illness, disease 
or even just age, are unable to do the things they want or need to do. For 
example we work with people to help them overcome barriers to return to 
work after a back injury, learn to shower with a broken arm or regain use of 
their arm after a stroke.

I completed an additional week of work experience during my school 
holidays in Year 11 at Donvale Rehabilitation Hospital. This allowed me to 
gain real world OT experience and confirmed this was a career I wanted to 
pursue. I would highly recommend organising additional work experience 
to try any potential careers you hadn’t thought of prior to the Year 10 work 
experience week. In 2012 I started my Bachelor of Occupational Therapy 
at Monash University’s Peninsula campus in Frankston. OT is a four year 
course and part of this is completing 1,000 hours of unpaid placement. 

Placements are a great way of networking and making connections with 
future employers.

During my final year I worked as an Allied Health Assistant at the Peter James 
Centre, part of Eastern Health. This position came about during my third 
year placement at Wantirna Health. I found this position really beneficial 
for both my confidence and clinical skills. I would encourage you to seek 
out positions within the field you are studying that you can complete whilst 
studying. It’s a great way to build your skills and professional network.

Once I obtained my registration I was keen to secure a full-time permanent 
position within a hospital. These positions are few and far between and as 
a graduate they are often unattainable as employers are looking for people 
with experience. I found this incredibly frustrating because I just needed a 
job to get that experience! I quickly obtained a casual OT position via my 
professional network at Eastern Health, established when I was a third year 
student. A few months after this I obtained my dream job working at Eastern 
Health in their rotational program. This means every six months I move 
hospitals and work with an entirely different patient group.

I have worked at Eastern Health for three years now and I love the variety 
that OT provides. No two days are the same! I really enjoy my work as do all 
other OTs I know. I would encourage anyone who likes working with people, 
thinking on their feet and problem solving to look into OT as a career! 

Health & 
Medical
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Siming Lu
Industry: Medicine

Job title: Obstetrics and Gynaecology Registrar

Email address: siming.j.lu@gmail.com

After leaving school in 2005, I studied at the University of Melbourne and 
completed a six-year Medical degree. Apart from the Bachelor of Medicine 
and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS), I also completed a Bachelor of Medical 
Science by conducting a year long research project at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital. Since graduating in 2011, I have worked in many hospitals across 
Victoria and am currently completing further specialist training in the field of 
obstetrics and gynaecology. 

After medical school, I underwent my internship and resident training 
at Ballarat Base Hospital where I completed terms in medicine, surgery, 
emergency medicine, paediatrics and obstetrics and gynaecology. During 
my medical training, I found a passion for women’s health and decided to 
pursue specialist training in obstetrics and gynaecology.

I commenced specialist training in 2015 and currently I’m in my 3rd year of 
the six-year training program. I am currently working as an obstetrics and 
gynaecology registrar at Frankston hospital. My days are split between the 
operating theatre, labour ward and pregnancy clinics. I look after women 
through all stages of life with many different health issues and are often 
involved in some of the most important moments of their lives.

Health & 
Medical
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Cass Hoskins
Industry: Genetics

Job title: Genetic Counsellor

Email address: cass@hoskins.com.au

Hi my name is Cass and I am a graduate of the Class of 2011. During my time 
at Tintern I took advantage of the vast range of opportunities provided by the 
school and its greater community, and was honoured to be School Captain in 
my final schooling year.

Throughout senior school in particular I often thought about what career I 
wanted to pursue. I selected a range of subjects which helped me to realise 
what fields I liked (biology), and ones that just weren’t for me (arts). After 
completing VCE, I went on to study a Bachelor of Science at the University of 
Melbourne. During this degree, I found a sense of excitement and passion for 
genetics, but felt that a job in the laboratory wouldn’t allow me to use the 
communication skills I developed. I wanted to work with people.

I was ecstatic to receive a coveted place in the Masters of Genetic Counselling, 
again through the University of Melbourne, and since graduating, I have 
worked for Monash Health as a genetic counsellor.

I often hear genetic counsellor? What’s that? When people ask what I do 
for a living, and it’s exciting to talk about the dynamic and emerging field 
of genetics and how every day we are learning more about how our genes 
influence our health.

We all have about 20,000 genes that make us who we are, and a large part 
of my role is to help individuals, couples and families understand and adapt 
to the medical, psychological, familial and reproductive implications of 
their genes. I work with patients on a daily basis, however the profession 
also opens up so many doors from presenting and attending conferences to 
collaborating with specialist doctors and professors.

Health & 
Medical
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Sarah Akom

I graduated from Tintern in 2011, and at that time I wasn’t too sure what 
I wanted to do after finishing school. I wanted to choose a degree with a 
broad focus, so I started the three year Bachelor of Biomedicine course at the 
University of Melbourne in 2012. I completed a major in physiology, and after 
finishing I went on to do an Honours year in clinical research at the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital. I am currently studying medicine at Monash University 
through their four year postgraduate entry program, and will be finishing at 
the end of 2019. 

I’d be happy to answer questions about anything to do with biomedical 
science, research or medicine, and the different pathways you can take!

Industry: Biomedical Science

Job title: Medical Student

Email address: sarahakom@gmail.com

Website: sarahakom@gmail.com

Health & 
Medical
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Jacinta McKeon

Hi, my name is Jacinta and I graduated from Tintern in 2015. 

I am currently in my third year of studying Occupational Therapy at 
Latrobe University. It’s a four year course, the first two is the Bachelor 
of Applied Science and the final two is the Masters of Occupational 
Therapy. 

I chose to study OT because of my interest in working with children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. As well as studying, I have three jobs - I am 
a disability support worker for a 25 year old with cerebral palsy, I am an 
early intervention therapy assistant for children with autism and I am a 
part of a nanny agency, where I work with a family with a son diagnosed 
with Asperger’s syndrome. These jobs have helped me gain insight into 
the daily lives of people living with disabilities. As a Therapy Assistant, 
my role is to teach the children skills related to their unique set of goals, 
in their child care and home environment, based on the Early Start 
Denver Model. 

I have also had the opportunity to participate in a range of volunteer 
work since I started studying. I volunteer weekly at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in a family support role in the inpatient wards. This has been 
a great opportunity to understand a hospital environment and support 
parents struggling with unwell children. I’ve also attended a camp for 
adults with Down Syndrome through the Lord Somers and Power House 
organisation. I would encourage anyone interested in allied health to get 
involved in some volunteer work, it has been a great experience where I 
have learned so much. 

I am loving the course so far and look forward to practicing Occupational 
Therapy!

Health & 
Medical

Industry: Occupational Therapy

Job title: Student

Email address: jacintalouise98@gmail.com
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Claire Jones

I finished Year 12 in 1989 and enrolling in a Bachelor of Arts at La 
Trobe University. I always wanted to be a Social Worker but back then 
prospective Social Workers were encouraged to either complete an 
undergraduate degree or at least 2/3 of one. The rationale was to have us 
graduate at an older age in an attempt to prevent or ward off burnout.

I struggled at university. I had been at Tintern since I was a small girl and I 
found the transition hard. I managed to get through it, majoring in history 
and politics with a smattering in anthropology. If I wasn’t going to be a 
Social Worker, I would have been a History Teacher. I 

While completing my BA I had also completed my Advanced Certificate in 
Residential and Community Services. And while studying I worked with 
people with severe disabilities and volunteered with people experiencing 
homelessness and at a local Ringwood foodbank.

I commenced my Bachelor of Social Work at Deakin University by 
correspondence. I thoroughly enjoyed it. I began formal Social Work 
career at Hanover Housing as it was known back then. I worked with 
people, including families, experiencing homelessness in Dandenong and 
surrounding suburbs. This was an amazing organisation which nurtured 
me at the beginnings of my career. I moved briefly into the private hospital 
sector and then into the prison sector where my role was to support 
inmates in their transition from prison to the community. 

Since then I have been working full-time with Monash Health in public 
mental health. I have loved my various positions with the highlights being 
my role in the Dandenong Hospital Emergency Department Mental Health 
Team and my organisation requesting me to implement the Mental Health 
Act of 2014. The latter was an amazing and very rewarding experience! 

My current role is at Casey Hospital as the Senior Social Worker where I 
support a team of Social Workers, as well as work on more complex and 
complicated presentations to our services. I also consult to the CATT team. 
It is a great role which is unpredictable and varied every day. 

As a single woman without children my life does centre around my friends, 
family and pets. I am a devoted mum to my four beloved pets. I am also 
very lucky that many of my friends are former Tintern girls who I have 
known for decades and I feel privileged to have these wonderful women in 
my life.

I am currently studying a Masters in Advanced Social Work at the 
University of Melbourne. This has been very challenging but I am enjoying 
it. The greatest challenge is lack of time. I work full time at Monash Health 
but I also work as a telephone and online counsellor with Turning Point. 
I am one busy woman but despite this, spending time with friends and 
family, reading, appreciating art, watching good films and documentaries 
are some of the few things which contribute to a hectic but balanced life!

Industry: Allied Health

Job title: Senior Mental Health Social Worker

Email address: claire.jones@monashhealth.org
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Dr Victoria Smith

I graduated from Tintern in 2007 after completing the IB. After school I 
studied a Bachelor of Biomedical Science at Monash University. Ironically 
at School I excelled most at the humanities, and loved literature and 
history! I studied Biomedical Science because I thought it was a pathway 
into Medicine (and it was) but if I had my time again, I think I’d choose 
a very different path. I have always been fascinated by people, and 
subjects that teach me about the world and the human experience. 

After studying Biomedical Science I enrolled in a graduate entry medical 
school, also through Monash University. Halfway through my medical 
degree I became burnt out and disillusioned. I took a year off to have 
a belated ‘gap year.’ During this time I worked as a Teacher Assistant 
at a school for children with autism. I had a ball and learned a lot. 
Reinvigorated, I returned to Medicine the next year. 

As a medical student I had wonderful opportunities to travel around 
Australia. I worked in an Aboriginal Medical Service in outback New 
South Wales, the paediatrics department at Alice Springs Hospital, and 
both regional and metropolitan settings in Victoria. It was while working 
in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health that I realised my passion 
for trying to address the social determinants of health and public health. 
After returning to Melbourne from Alice Springs, suddenly medicine in 

the eastern suburbs seemed a little sedate. So I ventured off to the ‘Wild 
West’, home to some of Melbourne’s most disadvantaged and unwell 
communities. For the last three and a half years I have been working 
and living in the West. After two years feeling quite lost in the hospital 
system, I was accepted into the GP training program. I am currently a GP 
Registrar working at Westcare Medical Centre in Melton. I am working 
towards becoming a Fellow of the Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners. 

There is an urban myth that General Practice is boring, and all about 
coughs and colds! Let me tell you, it’s a relief when a simple viral 
infection walks through my door! Every day is different. I love building 
a long lasting relationship with my patients, and caring for the whole 
family, including babies, their parents, and in some cases, even their 
grandparents! One minute I can go from caring for a child with asthma, 
to managing my elderly patient’s heart failure. I guide women through 
their pregnancies, and counsel teenagers who are experiencing 
depression and anxiety. I have the true privilege of being with people at 
their best, and also their lowest points. I have finally found my niche in 
General Practice, and feel passionately about sharing the message that 
we are “not just GPs!”

Industry: Medicine

Job title: GP Registrar

Email address: victoria.smith89@gmail.com 

Website: www.doctoriablog.wordpress.com/
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Chase Young

I graduated Year 12 in 2015 and had rather a interesting exam period. 
Roughly 10 days before my first exam, I unexpectedly went into hospital 
and ended up having emergency surgery. This all came as a massive 
shock; I ended up trying to study for my exams and recover from my 
surgery all at the same time. I applied for special consideration, which 
was granted and this assisted me in achieving a better ATAR. Exams are a 
stressful time for every student and I particularly struggled to focus and 
felt anxious about getting the ATAR I needed. In the end, I didn’t receive 
as higher ATAR as I would have liked but I was still relatively happy.

I went to a few university Open Days but the Bachelor of Nursing at ACU 
was my ultimate goal. Though the careers department at Tintern, I was 
introduced to the Early Achievers Program at ACU. This is a program 
that any potential ACU students can apply for, who has participated 
or volunteer in their community, whether that be through school, 
community organisations or cultural/religious groups. If accepted, the 
ATAR for your course is lowered and if you achieve the minimum score, 
you are guaranteed a spot in your preferred course.

The Early Achievers Program lowered my ATAR by 10 points (from 
roughly 75.00 to 65.00) and when I received my ATAR, I didn’t have to 
wait for offers I already knew I was accepted. I had already applied for 
this program before I got sick and had I not applied, I would not be in my 
course.

Now I am in my final year of my Bachelor degree and I am so incredibly 
happy! I am currently completing a six month placement in general 
medicine at St. Vincent’s public and later this year will be completing 
placements in orthopaedics and theatre. I will graduate as a registered 
nurse (RN) at the end of the year and my ultimate goal is to become 
both a registered nurse and midwife working in either paediatrics or a 
neonatal intensive care unit.

Industry: Nursing

Job title: Nursing Student

Email address: Chase@moliskay.com.au
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Ashlee Maywald
Industry: Legal

Job title: Law Student

Email address: ashleemaywald@gmail.com

I completed the IB at Tintern and graduated in 2011. Since then, I have 
finished a Bachelor of Science at University of Melbourne, with a major 
in Zoology and a minor in Biochemistry. I am currently studying a 
Master of Laws (Juris Doctor) at Monash University, with the intention 
of commencing my career as a solicitor next year. I have worked part-
time for the past three years at a Real Estate Agency, first in reception 
and now as a Property Manager. Other than work and study, I enjoy 
competing in long course triathlons and travelling.

Justice &
Legal
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Natasha Paige
Industry: Legal

Job title: Law Student

Email address: paigenat@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/natasha-paige-22a3a7a3

Hi, I’m Natasha and I graduated in 2010 with an International 
Baccalaureate diploma (IB). 

I was always a student who wasn’t sure what they wanted to do 
once they left school. IB was perfect for me because I was able to 
study a range of subjects. However, as music was always one of my 
main passions I decided to audition at Monash University and I was 
accepted into the Arts/Music double degree majoring in classical violin 
performance. 

I quickly discovered that I was not enjoying trying to study Arts 
subjects and practise violin for 3 hours a day and attend rehearsals, 
so I discontinued Arts after a semester. I thoroughly enjoyed my music 
degree and the highlight of my studies was the opportunity to go on 
exchange to the Monash University campus in Prato. Once I graduated, 
I worked as a violin teacher in a few different schools. Whilst I enjoyed 
teaching I decided that this is not what I wanted my full time career 
to be. I had always been interested in law and I found out about the 
Monash University postgraduate course in law (Juris Doctor). I decided to 
enrol in 2015 and give the course a try, and I haven’t looked back.

I have found my legal studies very interesting and challenging, and 
soon I’ll be applying for graduate positions for 2019 to hopefully start 
work in a commercial firm. During my studies I have competed in 
legal competitions including the JD Moot and also volunteered at a 
community legal centre. Interestingly I have been able to combine 
my interest in music and law at times, and I was a student intern at a 
boutique law firm that specialises in entertainment law and represents 
musicians and performers. I have even been an active member of the 
Melbourne Lawyers’ Orchestra which is an orchestra full of lawyers!  

Throughout both of my degrees I have worked part time and continued 
to pursue my passions in music and also in equestrian sports. 

I am looking forward to meeting you, and I am happy to talk about both 
of my degrees and my university experience.

Justice &
Legal
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Briana Goding

Briana was called to the Victorian Bar in 2017 and practices in the areas 
of criminal, quasi-criminal and administrative law.  She appears in court 
in trials, pleas, committals and other hearings as defence counsel as well 
as for the prosecution and government bodies.  Briana is a volunteer 
with the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre’s Human Rights Law Clinic and 
has provided pro bono legal assistance through written legal advice 
and court appearances for those seeking asylum in Australia. Prior to 
becoming a barrister she was a senior solicitor in the Specialist Sex 
Offences Unit at the Office of Public Prosecutions.

Briana completed the International Baccalaureate in 2003. She then 
commenced studies at Monash University, graduating in 2010 with 
a Bachelor of Laws (Honours)/Bachelor of Arts double degree.  She 
also holds an a Honours Degree in Arts (French) which she completed 
at University Sorbonne-Nouvelle, Paris in conjunction with Monash 
University, writing her thesis (in French) on the perceived threat 
of French-Muslim identity to French national identity.  Following 
her admission to practice in 2011 Briana completed a Masters of 
International Law.

Outside of the law Briana is a passionate cook, lover of a good red 
lipstick and keen traveller. She is a recent convert to the importance of 
exercise, self-care and mindfulness to both professional and personal 
success.

Justice &
LegalIndustry: Legal

Job title: Barrister

Website: www.vicbar.com.au/profile/8449

Twitter: @breejade85
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Vanessa Gillam

I belong to the Tintern 2013 cohort and graduated from Bond University 
last year after completing a double degree of Law and Journalism. I am 
completing my Professional Legal Training in order to be admitted as 
a solicitor. In February, I started my job as a graduate at the Victorian 
Department of Justice.

Since graduating university, I completed my legal experience as a clerk in 
Melbourne entertainment law firms, working on predominantly film and 
music matters. I loved combining my passion for the arts with the skills I 
acquired throughout my degree.

During my time at university I have competed in internal and external 
moot competitions and served on student committees, including the 
Law Students Association and Animal Welfare League. My favourite 
experiences have been my internships, particularly at Channel 9, where I 
gained practical experience outside of the classroom.

The transition from university student to graduate can be very stressful 
and disheartening. It is important to get involved in co-curricular 
activities at university, volunteer and complete internships to make your 
CV stand out in a competitive graduate market. 

I hope I can assist you with various queries, such as studying away from 
home, internship experiences and what you want at the end game - a job 
where you can put your hard work to use!

Justice &
LegalIndustry: Legal

Job title: Graduate at the Victorian Department of Justice

Email address: vanessagillam7@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/vanessa-gillam-99538892/
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Ellena Kouris

I graduated from Tintern in the 2014 cohort and directly embarked on a 
double degree of Law and International Relations at La Trobe University. 

During my studies, I have been quite active within the La Trobe University 
Community. I was a member and later President of Oxfam La Trobe and 
also the Director of Competitions for the Law Students’ Society. The 
Director role meant that I organised and executed all the internal and 
external mock court trials for students to compete in. A challenging role 
at times, but very rewarding. 

Additionally, I recently returned from a semester exchange at the 
University of Guelph, Canada where I completed four elective subjects. 
An absolutely incredible experience and something I would recommend 
to every student. 

Outside of university I work at Hentys Lawyers as a law clerk which is 
providing me with some fantastic experience in the legal sector. I have 
always both worked and maintained a social life whilst studying and 
have come to realise how important doing so is, because study can 
quickly take over your life. 

I am now in my penultimate year of study and trying to figure out 
what comes next! I plan on completing my Professional Legal Training, 
however after that I am not too sure. I change my mind all the time. 
Some days I am set on law, the next I want to run away and work 
probono in an NGO and other days I see myself in events management. 
This is why it is so important to choose a degree that keeps your options 
open, as you will no doubt be changing your mind along the way! 

I look forward to chatting with you all, and hope I can provide some sort 
of insight into opportunities which present themselves directly out of 
high school.

Justice &
LegalIndustry: Legal

Job title: Student/Law Clerk

Email Address: ellena.kouris@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/ellenakouris/
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Josh Smith
Industry: Legal

Job title: Criminal Lawyer

I started high school in 2004 and graduated in 2009. I performed poorly 
for my first two years in high school and didn’t have any idea what I 
wanted to do with my life post-school until Year 9 when I decided I would 
become a lawyer.

I didn’t achieve the ATAR required to go straight into law so I studied Arts 
at Monash for two years, before transferring to Law/Arts at La Trobe Uni. I 
graduated from La Trobe in 2015.

In 2014 I started shadowing several different barristers, which 
predominantly involved observing court proceedings and conferences. 
Through this shadowing, I came into contact with a solicitor in early 2015 
and inquired about vacancies within the firm (Balot Reilly Solicitors) and 
was offered a work experience position. I carried on this work experience 

role for the remainder of 2015 and was then employed in 2016 (and 
remain there today). It is a criminal defence firm. 

In late 2016 I commenced my Practical Legal Training at the College of 
Law and graduated from this in March 2017. I was admitted as a lawyer 
on the 18 July 2017. 

Justice &
Legal
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Daniella Cox
Industry: Legal

Job title: Graduate Lawyer

I finished Year 12 at Tintern in 2009 and commenced a Bachelor of 
Commerce at the University of Melbourne in 2010.  Whilst studying I got 
involved in many different societies and clubs at the University which led 
to me meeting some great people and having some great experiences 
including a two month internship in Lithuania.

After completing my Bachelors degree I took a year off to travel through 
Europe, the USA and Central America, and then returned to Melbourne in 
2014 to commence a Juris Doctor at the University of Melbourne.  

Whilst studying I took every opportunity I could to undertake internships 
and work experience at large multinational firms, government agencies 
and not-for-profit community groups.  This helped me discover what I 
wanted to do once I finished studying. I started as a Graduate Lawyer at 
Maddocks, a commercial law firm, this year.

I am currently completing my Practical Legal Training so that I can be 
admitted to the Supreme Court of Victoria as a solicitor later this year.

Since leaving school I have continued to be involved with the Tintern Old 
Girls Association which has been a great way to stay in touch with the 
school.

Justice &
Legal
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Emma Nixon

After graduating in 2011, my post-Tintern journey has been anything but 
straightforward. Unfortunately, like many, I didn’t have any idea about 
what I wanted to do after I finished school. 

I first started searching for some direction overseas. I took a gap year for 
seven months to Europe and worked in London for five of these. This 
was incredible - an experience of a lifetime. The only thing was, I was 
hoping to run into some career inspiration while I was abroad,  but it 
seems it wasn’t that simple.

After I returned to Australia, I ended up continuing with my back-up plan 
which was a Bachelor of Psychology degree at Macquarie University 
in Sydney. This was extremely interesting and I still love the area of 
psychology, but I just couldn’t see myself with an end goal in this field. 
So, I moved to Melbourne and tried a Food and Nutrition degree at 
Deakin University. Again, this was interesting, but it was more of a hobby 
for me than a long-term career.  

Finally, I moved on to a Business (Marketing) degree at Monash 
University and I can confidently say that I have finally found that passion 
I had been searching for. I am set to finish my degree at the end of 
this year and have locked-in a position with a market research and 
consulting agency for after I graduate.

Throughout my years of study, I have lived in share houses and funded 
this through full-time work. Finding a work-study-life balance while living 
out of home is difficult, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be done. Moving 
out can be an intense journey sometimes, but also a rewarding one once 
you start to overcome the challenges that come with it.

MarketingIndustry: Marketing

Job title: Marketing Student & Market Research Intern

Email Address: nixonem93@gmail.com

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/nixon-emma/



CAREERS NIGHTS 2018 47

Marketing

Alan White

Some might say Alan is a little obsessed with fundraising. More than 
that, he is passionate about building communities of donors and 
connecting them to a greater cause. Alan has spent seven years 
developing fundraising programs that enable organisations to meet 
their mission, managing campaigns that have raised in excess of $10 
million since 2011. His expertise are in the education, health and 
humanitarian sectors. As Manager of Fundraising at the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre, he oversees program design across appeals, regular 
and workplace giving, community fundraising, special events and 
bequests. Alan was a student at Southwood Boys Grammar from 2003 to 
2008 and in his penultimate year, was the School Captain. Alan studied 
a Bachelor of Communications and Bachelor of Law at Bond University 
before commencing his Master’s program in International Development 
and Economics and currently he is completing his Master of Business 
majoring in Philanthropy and Non-profit studies. 

Non-Profit
Industry: Philanthropy and Non Profit Management

Job title: Fundraising Manager 
Email Address: alan.o.white@gmail.com

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/alan-white-63687128/
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Brittany Kerr

I started university in 2014 after taking a gap year. I was originally 
studying a Bachelor of Science majoring in Psychology but switched 
my major to Chemistry at the end of my second year after finding a 
passion for it during my studies. Last year I undertook a 12 month 
paid placement at a company called Aspen Pharmaceuticals. After my 
placement ended they kept me on in a part time role while I complete 
my studies, which are due to finish in June this year.

Industry: Pharmaceuticals

Job title: Quality Control Analyst

Website: http://www.unimelb.edu.au 

Linked in: www.LinkedIn.com/in/brittany-kerr-813b1167

Science
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Naomi Lorraine Stevens

I have a passion for animals, plants and people and have been fortunate 
to learn, live and work in life sciences.

I recall attending my first interview at Tintern – when I was barely school 
age, lying on the floor of Miss Hamilton’s office, drawing a donkey – as I 
couldn’t draw horse ears. I attended Tintern from 1980 to 1985 because 
it had a farm. I graduated in Agricultural Science from the University 
of Melbourne. My subjects included agroforestry, soil science, rural 
sociology, plant and animal production. I achieved a Wool Classing 
Certificate from Melbourne College of Textiles, did work experience on 
sheep and dairy farms and the Australian Wool Corporation. Later, I 
completed a Graduate Diploma in Agribusiness from Monash University. 

In 2009, my husband became the primary carer and we took our two 
girls (5 and 7 years old) to live in Europe as I took on global roles in a 
multinational seed company. I travelled extensively for work (in style), 
consolidated my high school French and tried learning German. I lead 
a global team of passionate individuals, scattered across the world and 
returned to Melbourne with my family (now teenagers!) and my job last 
Christmas. 

I work in the policy and public affairs area with genetically modified 
seeds and plant breeding innovation. It involves taking very complex 
science and simplifying into stories with amazing people from 
governments, farms, food companies, schools and campaigners. It’s 
fascinating and challenging as too many people don’t remember basic 
biology, don’t know where food comes from or how it is made and need 
help making informed choices.

Multinational companies can offer incredible career choices and 
opportunities including internships during University, short and long 
term assignments, cultural and professional diversity and lifelong 
learning – home and away. 

Bayer has around 100,000 employees in 79 countries.

Industry: Agricultural Science

Job title: Global Head of Market Acceptance Seeds

Email address: naomi.stevens@Bayer.com

Website: www.bayer.com/crop-science

Science
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D’arcy Ryder

I studied a Bachelor of Animal Science at the University of New England 
and graduated with Honours in Livestock Production with a focus in 
meat science in 2016. 

My first job out of university was as a Cadet at Fletcher International 
Exports in Dubbo, NSW. Fletcher’s is a large family-owned abattoir 
and I spent a year rotating around each area of the company. This 
included the slaughter floor and boning rooms, livestock buying, 
export specifications, and logistics. This job allowed me to build on 
my communication skills as I worked with a range of age groups and 
educations levels.

I began to realise that maybe I had an interest in training, particularly 
within the red meat industry, and so I took a job with Meat and Livestock 
Australia as a Project Co-ordinator for Meat Standards Australia. 

Although this job was mainly administration, I was able to gain valuable 
experience with producers, processors, and end users and expand my 
knowledge of the MSA eating quality system. It also lead to me to my 
most recent role within MLA - as a Project Officer for the Automation 
portfolio.

As a Project Officer I have been responsible for the management of 40+ 
projects across areas such as robotics, pasture dieback, CT and DEXA 
scanning. This role has allowed me to understand the approvals process 
for projects, understand the fundamentals behind each project, and 
create numerous contacts within the industry.

I have recently accepted a role as a Policy Officer for the Cattle Council 
of Australia and will be relocating to Canberra in the next few weeks. 
I will be responsible for providing recommendations on research, 
development and adoption within the Australian Beef Industry. I’m 
excited to start this role and begin to make positive changes within the 
industry as well as advocate for farmers and their needs.

Industry: Agriculture

Job title: Project Officer/Policy Officer

Email address: darcy.a.ryder@gmail.com

Science
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Dr Shannon Gray
Industry: Education - Tertiary 

Job title: Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Email address: shannon.gray@monash.edu

Website: www.research.monash.edu/en/persons/shannon-gray

Hi, I’m Shannon and I graduated in 2004. After school I was lucky enough 
to get a Vice-Chancellor’s scholarship at Swinburne to study Biomedical 
Engineering. I chose Swinburne over other universities due to smaller class 
sizes and their Industry-Based Learning, where you work for up to a year as 
part of your studies. My IBL year saw me working as a Vascular Technician at 
the Alfred Hospital. In my final year of university the Alfred asked me back to 
continue working as a trainee so that after university I could work towards 
becoming fully qualified. I had, however, always wanted to travel/work 
overseas, so after university I flew to Europe and backpacked for six months, 
then eventually settled down in Scotland. The Alfred kept my job for a year, 
but I had fallen in love, so I gave that up to stay in Scotland. That relationship 
ended and eventually I returned to Australia.

Through university contacts I secured part-time work as a Respiratory 
Physiologist (performing lung function testing). I trawled through job-seeking 
websites regularly whilst investigating further study options when I came 
across an opportunity to do a doctorate at Monash University. I met with the 
supervisor who explained the project to me - I was hooked. My project was 
to minimise injuries to gym-goers, which combined my love of sport and my 
knack for maths.

Upon completion of my doctorate I got a job at Monash as a Research 
Assistant on a work-related injury project. I then got promoted to a Research 
Fellow position working with very large datasets on work and transport 
injury. This provided me with experience that helped me secure my current 
job. I now work on multiple projects that look at how we can improve 
rehabilitation and recovery of injured/ill workers, particularly return to work.

Science
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Dr Jo Newton

Working as a research scientist for Agriculture Victoria, there’s no 
such thing as a typical week for me! A week might include writing 
computer programs to analyse large datasets on our super computer, 
interviewing dairy farmers, presenting at a workshop, writing reports 
and collaborating with other dairy organisations to convert our research 
findings into key messages. 

In the time since I’ve left Tintern I’ve come full circle, spending nearly 
eight years in the country before returning to Melbourne. After I finished 
school I moved to Armidale, a country town six hours north of Sydney, 
to study a Bachelor of Rural Science at the University of New England 
(UNE).

My degree included 24 weeks of work experience giving me exposure 
to the wide range of jobs in agriculture. I was surprised to learn than 
more than 80% of jobs in Agriculture aren’t on farm. My work experience 
included working in agribusiness, research laboratories and farms and 
volunteering with Indonesian farmers. In 2010 an internship with CSIRO 
led to an honours project in sheep breeding and genetics.

After graduating I completed a PhD in Quantitative Genetics at UNE. 
My thesis explored factors influencing reproduction rate in young 
sheep. Doing a PhD gave me valuable skills in computer programming, 
experimental design, data analysis and interpretation and of course 
reproduction in sheep. While studying I worked as an academic at 
UNE. Living in the country meant I also had the opportunity to work for 
Stanley Vale Merinos, a local sheep stud, were I learnt to do everything 
from drench sheep to designing and implementing a new breeding 
program and overseeing marketing of rams.

My next adventure starts in November when I embark on an Endeavour 
Research Fellowship, which will see me go and work in Ireland for six 
months.

Industry: Agriculture / Scientific Research

Job title: Research Scientist – Genetics 

Email address: jo.newton@ecodev.vic.gov.au

ScienceTwitter: @JoNewton89

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/in/jo-newton-10012b3a
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Jacinda Cottee

On completion of high school I gained entry into Swinburne University’s 
premier aviation degree program. As one of only three girls accepted 
into the program (and the only still flying) I was fortunate to fly around 
Australia gaining experience for my Commercial Pilots Licence (CPL). On 
completion of the course I not only qualified for my degree but also a 
CPL(A) and a Grade 3 Flight Instructor. I was fortunate to work and travel 
all over this great country of ours as well as overseas. 

I worked hard and gained further qualifications as a Grade 1 Flight 
Instructor; able to teach in specialties such Multi Engine, Instructor, 
Instrument and hold an Airline Transportation Pilots Licence (ATPL). I 
ended this period as a Chief Flying Instructor at age 28 and one of very 
few women to ever hold this post in Australia and one of the youngest. 
And I did get to meet the Roulettes!

After spending a short time flying charter in Northern Queensland I 
was fortunate to go straight to Captain for a regional airline, a very rare 
opportunity indeed. I travelled further and due to the GFC and airline 
market downturn I found myself as a Captain for AirNorth Airlines 
in Darwin. We travelled to overseas destinations as well as remote 
communities and mining towns such as Argyle. This lead to my current 

position as First Officer (Command Candidate) on the Boeing 717. I 
currently reside in Brisbane but will always call Melbourne home. I’ve 
operated out of every major capital airport in Australia. Brisbane based 
crew fly into any airport east of the country (draw a line DRW, ASP, ADL) 
we fly there - I can cover half the country in 10 days. Hotel rooms and 
catastrophic engine failures aren’t glamorous but we are highly trained 
and skilled at handing anything because safety is always paramount! My 
Captain training is to begin later this year. 

My career has lead me to some amazing places, flown dignitaries such 
as the Papal Nuncio and the Presidents 500, have had the humbling 
experience to share cockpits with individuals whom challenge and 
inspire me, had experiences that have led me to have a strong discipline 
towards flight safety CRM/NTS and maintaining a technical competence. 
As one of only 3% women flying at this level and the only one of colour 
for the entire Qantas Group I’m keen to encourage people to chase their 
dreams and take on a vocation on which they are most passionate. 
Remember “Action Inspires Action” - what are you waiting for go out and 
live your dreams!

Industry: Aviation

Job title: Airline Pilot

Email address: jlcottee@hotmail.com

Travel 
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Caroline Langan-Minca
Industry: Automotive

Job title: Qualified Motor Mechanic, Small Business Owner

Email address:  admin@hisnhersautomotive.com.au

Website: www.hisnhersautomotive.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HisnHersAuto

Hi, I’m Caroline and I graduated in 1997.

After Year 12 I was accepted into a double degree (Criminology and 
Psych) at Melbourne University, but found it uninspiring. I deferred 
and enrolled in Cert II Light Vehicle Automotive at Swinburne to see if 
my passion for cars was worth pursuing, and not only loved it but was 
award Pre-apprentice of the Year. I officially left university and after 
700 resumes, secured an apprenticeship at Mazda and stayed there for 
almost seven years, working on the tools, as a service advisor and in 
sales.

Moving off the tools, I went to Repco Ltd as their National Fleet 
Maintenance Manager, co-ordinating the servicing and repair of 1300 
delivery, rep and executive vehicles and 570 forklifts. I learnt corporate 
budgeting, time management and honed my problem solving skills.

I then moved to MotorOne as their Victorian Electronics Logistics 
Manager, with my own team of 14 technicians who worked throughout 
the state. I coordinated the fitment of our products (Bluetooth units, 
reverse sensors, high end stereos etc) to new cars at dealerships. It was 
a fast paced environment and taught me an immense amount about 
managing people as opposed to just cars.

My husband (also a mechanic) and I took over an existing (fading) 
business in October 2008 and rebranded in October 2009 to His n 
Hers Automotive Solutions. We have staff, built a customer base of 
6000 vehicles and are well known and respected in the local area. 
Owning a business can be hugely stressful but so rewarding! I do 
marketing, customer service, payroll, accounting, diagnosis, HR, stock 
management, job quotes and invoicing. Every day is different!

I am now also mentoring a group of VCAL and apprenticeship students 
at Ringwood Tech and occasionally give talks on Women in Trades, and 
small business development.
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Trade
Trade

Daniel Ridley

My name is Daniel Ridley. I graduated in 2012 and completed VCE & 
Cert II Automotive at Ringwood Secondary during Year 11 & 12. I then 
completed my apprenticeship in one year and eight months at Rapid 
Tune Kilsyth servicing all makes and models. 

The apprenticeship is usually four years but I wasn’t interested in making 
anything take longer than it has to, so I spent my time studying and 
completing all requirements as quick as possible in order to advance my 
career. I then focused more on the business and operational side of the 
automotive trade and in 2016 I was offered the opportunity to purchase 
the business from my employer as I had the best understanding and was 
running the business at that point anyway. 

Since then I have worked 60-80 hours a week, sometimes 7 days and 
focused on enhancing the business and all the systems implemented 
internally to ensure my customers are 100% happy. I initially struggled 
with the massive task I had undertaken and trying to balance personal 
life, the business and managing everything at once and it got the better 
of me. But I have since gotten control of all aspects of my life and am 
now running a very successful business and have four awesome full-time 
staff members.  

I now only work five days a week and have a very healthy work life 
balance. I spend my weekends riding motocross and enjoying my life 
after spending way too much time being career focused.

Industry: Automotive

Job title: Business Owner / Company Director

Email address: ksaccounts@rapidtune.com.au

Website: www.rapidtune.com.au
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Matthew Wakeley

Hi, I’m Matt, I finished Year 12 in 2015.

I got a place in an Electrical Engineering Degree but knew that wasn’t the 
thing for me as I needed to get out of the classroom and do something 
practical. Being a hands on person and a physical and visual learner, an 
apprenticeship was ideal for me. 

At the start of 2016 I completed a Certificate 2 Pre-Apprenticeship in 
Electrical at MEGT. This then led me to join Group Training at MEGT 
which got me my job at Stelec Electrical Data. I am now finishing my 
second year and about to move into my third. Our work is mainly 
commercial and industrial with a variety of data and power jobs. Being a 
small company I have had a wide variety of experience at work. I like the 
format of having one day a week at trade school and the other four days 
at work, because this gives me a balance of theory and practice.

I thoroughly enjoy my work and what I do and am very glad I decided to 
do an apprenticeship.

Industry: Electrical Trade

Job title: Electrician

Email address: m.wakeley2@gmail.com

Website: www.stelec.com.au
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Suggested Questions 
Alumni Questions

School transition:

1.    How was/is university/TAFE different to school?

2.    Was it difficult to change courses/career paths?

3.    What did you like about university/TAFE?

4.    How did you balance further studies and work?

5.    Why did you choose to take a year off straight after finishing school?

6.    What is the biggest challenge you have faced since finishing school?

Career pathways:

7.    How did you get to where you are now?

8.      What was your light bulb moment? I.e. when you knew it was time to 
change courses/jobs/quit your job and travel the world, etc.?

9.       Are you a member of any industry groups/associations you have found 
helpful on your journey?

10.  How/When did you know you were on the right career path?

11.  What has been your career highlight since finishing school?

12.  What is the biggest challenge you have faced since finishing school?

Working:

13.  What is your typical day like?

14.  What is the most rewarding part of your job?

15.  What is a challenge you face in your job?

16.  Where do you see yourself in five or ten years?

Tertiary Questions

What degrees/courses do you offer that relate to my interests, 
VCE subjects and career ambitions?

What assumed knowledge and recommended studies apply to 
the courses?

Are there any alternative entry paths for the course?

Are there any ‘Early Entry’ options?

What are the job prospects like?

Are there compulsory job placements in the courses?

Are there other ways to gain work experience?

What is the workload for the course i.e. hours per week, types 
of assessment, full-time/part-time study options?

Are there national or international exchange opportunities at 
this University or TAFE?

What scholarships are available?
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Tertiary Institutions
Australian Catholic University

Australian Catholic University (ACU) is a public not-for-profit university funded by the Australian Government. 

We enjoy an impressive list of accolades and achievements. Our staff, students and researchers have an outstanding reputation, 
and are recognised for their significant contributions to the local and international community.

Our students have soul. They have heart. But more than that – they have the courage to turn their compassion into action. We 
empower our students to achieve their goals, and accomplish something incredible for themselves, and for others. 

www.acu.edu.au 

Box Hill Institute

We deliver education to people, businesses, and community groups with many different needs, interests, and backgrounds.

Our qualifications range from certificates I to IV, diplomas and advanced diplomas, even associate, bachelor and master degrees. 
Our vocational and higher education qualifications are nationally accredited and internationally recognised.

We have students from all over the world, from many different cultures and backgrounds.

Every year, we help between 40,000 and 60,000 students pursue a passion, develop their potential, and kick-start their career.

www.boxhill.edu.au 

Melbourne University

Established in 1853, the University of Melbourne is a public-spirited institution that makes distinctive contributions to society 
in research, learning and teaching and engagement. It’s consistently ranked among the leading universities in the world, with 
international rankings of world universities placing it as number 1 in Australia and number 32 in the world (Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 2017-2018).

www.unimelb.edu.au
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Monash University

Monash University is the largest university in Australia, ranked in the world’s top 100 and a member of the prestigious Group of 
Eight. We’re named after Sir John Monash, and fuelled by his desire for our students to leave here with a greater sense of purpose, 
and the skills and confidence to create positive change.

In under 60 years, we’ve grown from a single campus into an education and research powerhouse with a presence on four 
continents, committed to the challenges of the age. Our work is making an impact all over the world, from bringing clean water to 
villages in Africa to creating new life-saving medicines. With four Australian campuses, one in Malaysia, and over 100 international 
partners, we’re making a difference on a global scale.

www.monash.edu/open-day 

Open Day dates:

Saturday 4 August – Peninsula campus 
Sunday 5 August – Caulfield and Clayton campuses 
Sunday 19 August – Parkville campus 

La Trobe University 

La Trobe University is Victoria’s third oldest university and ranks in the top 1.4% of universities in the world. With more than 36,000 
current students across seven campuses – including our biggest in Melbourne’s Bundoora, we offer over 80 undergraduate degrees 
in seven areas of study. These include business and commerce, education and teaching, law and criminology, IT and engineering, 
health, science, as well as with arts, social science and communications. La Trobe is committed to student experience, providing 
flexible study options, excellent opportunities to study abroad as well as leading teachers and resources. It’s all part of the reason 
La Trobe’s graduates rank second for employer satisfaction among Victorian Universities. 

Experience Clever Workshop dates:

Friday 1 June – Albury-Wodonga 
Wednesday 4 July – Bendigo 
Friday 6 July – Melbourne

www.latrobe.edu.au/experience-clever
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Deakin University

Deakin University’s course curriculum integrates real-world expertise with practical skills to give our students a  
competitive edge.

With over 40 years of experience as one of Australia’s leading tertiary education providers, Deakin’s won numerous awards  
and teaches over 53,000 students each year. We offer our students world-class programs and endless opportunities. 

We’re known as a globally connected university, with five popular campuses – including our online Cloud Campus – and 
technology-rich learning centres across outer metropolitan Melbourne.

www.deakin.edu.au

Swinburne University

Swinburne is a large and culturally diverse organisation. A desire to innovate and bring about positive change motivates  
our students and staff. The result is in an institution that grows and evolves each year.

Mid-year Info Evenings: 
Tuesday 22 May - Croydon 
Thursday 24 May - Wantirna 
Tuesday 29 & Wednesday 30 May - Hawthorn

www.swinburne.edu.au 

RMIT University

RMIT is a global university of technology, design and enterprise.

One of Australia’s original tertiary institutions, RMIT University enjoys an international reputation for excellence in professional 
and vocational education, applied research, and engagement with the needs of industry and the community.

www.rmit.edu.au
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Pathways Night (Years 9 &10) 
Wednesday 13 June 2018, 7.30pm

CM Wood Area B

Subject Showcase (Years 9 &10)
Thursday 26 July 2018

7.00pm: Current Year 9 students (Year 10 in 2019)
7.30pm: Current Year 10 students (Year 11 in 2019)

Theatre & Senior College
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